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trian crown province of Bucovina, with its mixed population of
Ruthenians, Rumanians and Germans. The disorganization accompany-
ing the Russian Revolution provided Rumania with the opportunity
of recovering the province of Bessarabia, which it had been compelled
to surrender in 1878 as a partial price for its independence. These
additions more than doubled the area and population of the nation, but
created serious political problems through the inclusion of large
minorities.

POPULATION

The Rumanians, or Walachs, claim to be descendants of the Roman
settlers in the frontier province of Dacia. During the second century
the Romans conquered this province and, under the protection of
frontier posts, established agricultural communities. However, Roman
rule lasted only for 150 years, after which Goth, Tartar, Slav, Turk
and Magyar swept across the fertile plains of Rumania. During these
invasions the inhabitants of the plains retreated to the highlands, and
thereby preserved not only themselves but also their language and
traditions. Some of these conquerors ruled for a time and then with-
drew, while others settled on the land and in most instances were
absorbed by the Rumanians. Accordingly, the present population of
the country is of mixed race, with Slavic blood especially important
among the peasants. They have a distinct language, the Ruman, which
is based on low Latin, and which is the only reminder of their Roman
origin.

The educational and economic standards of the present population
are low. Few of the peasants can read or write, and many of them
are indolent. Agricultural methods are primitive, and the average
Rumanian takes no interest in commerce or industry. These activities

TABLE 126
OCCUPATIONS OF THE WORKING POPULATION OF RUMANIA

(TJ. S. Department of Commerce)
Occupation                                   Percentage of Total

Agriculture and forestry.................              79.5

Mining................................                 .2

Manufacturing.........................               7.8

Commerce and transportation............               4.5

Professions.............................               1.3

All others..............................               6.7

Total..............................            100.0